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We help you with the qualifying
documentation for Supply Nation
registration.
We find the specific Business Mentoring
and Coaching services you need.
We search available business grants that
you could be eligible for.
We find opportunities for you to study in
an Accelerated Business Program.
We can assist you to up-skill your business
and IT skills.

Our Business Support Concierge is
here to guide you along the journey to
business success.
Bring your laptop to use a spacious desk in
our Woden workspace with access to wi-fi,
printer and phone facilities.
We have resources to connect you with
everything your business may need.
We are available Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm

 
The BADJI Business Support Program is an initiative by the
ACT Government for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

peoples in the ACT to grow their business and for
entrepreneurs to start one up.

“We are an ACT majority-owned and managed
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander company.
 
And we have a wealth of lived and learned
experience to share with First Nations businesses” 

www.coolamonadvisors.com.au/badji-business-
support-program

WHAT DO WE DO?
We're here to support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

Businesses and Entreprenueurs in the Canberra Region

To view or download previous Newsletters, and to
subscribe, visit our website:
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The Program
was gifted the name “BADJI”

by Ngunnawal Elder Caroline Hughes,
meaning “Arise” in the Ngunnawal language.

Commissioned artwork by Yarrudhamarra Creations.

Get in touch with Julie, Business Support Concierge,
to book your desk space and find out how we can
help your business:

 julie@coolamonadvisors.com.au

 02 6189 0770 

The Badji program was recently involved in the

inaugural Canberra Small Business Expo. The

event saw over 100 exhibitors and an amazing

line up of panel discussions that offered valuable

insight and expert advice on a diverse range of

business related topics. We can't wait for next

year's expo.

Reconciliation Day saw us enjoying mixing with

the wider ACT community spreading awareness

of the Badji program. We had over 200 visitors to

our stall.

We want to congratulate Julie Okely on her

ongoing commitment to bringing Black Coffee

events to the Canberra community. This event is

not to be missed if you are looking to network and

be a part of the Indigenous business scene.

We are excited to announce that
the ACT Government have

awarded the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Business

Support Program - Badji, to
Coolamon Advisors for the next 2

years. We are committed to
growing and supporting all

Indigenous business
enterprises
in the ACT. 

Message from Julie Jenkins B U S I N E S S
S U P P O R T
CO N C I E R G E
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 Kitchen
Facilities

Office Space
 

Four large desk spaces
within Coolamon Advisors’

spacious Woden office
are dedicated for Badji

participants
to use

Convenient
Location

Conference
Room

 Days Available

 Telephone

 Transport

Printing &
Photocopying

 High Speed
Wi-Fi

 Coolamon Staff

 
Woden Town Centre is a

convenient central
location with Westfield

Woden Mall a few
minutes' walk away

 
Businesses have access

to a full kitchen with fresh
fruit, tea and coffee,

fridge, microwave, oven,
stove, and dining

tables

 

 
The four desks are

available for bookings to
use each

ACT business day
 

 
A large room with AV

and whiteboard is
available to be booked
by participants to meet

with staff, clients or
service providers

 
A landline telephone is
available for use by
participants while

utilising a 
desk space 

 
Participants can use our

large colour print and
photocopy machine

 

 
An easy few minute's
walk to Woden bus

interchange and to car
parking: adjacent at

Bowes Place (open-air full
or half day car parking),

or at Westfied
Woden Mall

 
Coolamon Staff are on
hand to assist with any

support needed
 

 
Free high speed wi-fi is 

available for use by
participants

 

OPEN 

Haven’t tried our complimentary office desk space yet? If you are a Canberra region
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander business, here are some of the features you can enjoy.

Contact us to book a time and space - see contact details on page 2.

Office Desk Space
Bus ine s s
Support
ProgramBADJI
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If you’d like your
business to attend

future events, get in
touch and we can

plan to attend
together 

Above: Moderator Cam
Sullings, Colin Anstie of
RD Consulting, Rhiannon
Beach of Pups4Fun, Anna
Pino of Lighthouse
Innovations and Katrina
Fanning AO PSM of
Coolamon Advisors.

Katrina raised awareness

on the diversity of
Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander businesses
in the ACT.

Our Badji stall was alongside Sarah who is an established
Indigenous Canberra region artist.

Visit her fabulous website to see her beautiful art:
www.mjourneys.com.au 

The Expo was an amazing
opportunity to meet up with business 

acquaintances and make new connections. 

We met Shantelle, an Indigenous photographer, who’s 

stunning photos and contact details are on her facebook:

PhotographybyShani

Above: Badji Concierge Julie Jenkins with
Sarah Richards of Marrawuy Journeys.

Below: Shantelle Scholes of Photography by Shani,
Badji Concierge Julie Jenkins and Mandy Hill,

President of Canberra Women in Business. 

Badji at
CBR
Small
Business
Expo
EPIC 9 May 2024

The panel
“Starting a Business:

The Good The Bad
and the Ugly”

discussed business
start ups. 
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http://www.mjourneys.com.au/
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These events are an opportunity to promote Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander businesses to the wider Canberra region community
who attend. If you;ve never throught of promoting your business at
an event like this before, please get in touch for a chat on how we
can assist your business to be promoted or to join us.

At the 7th Reconciliation Day, an
annual public holiday in the
ACT, the Badji program was
promoted in a marketplace stall.
It is a major Canberra wide
event for Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples, a day
full of cultural activities, live
entertainment, foods stalls,
workshops and games.
This year we met hundreds of
people who were drawn to the
beautiful artwork on the Badji
merchandise and asking about
the meaning of the program’s
Ngunnawal name.
We raised awareness of the
Badji program’s services in
assisting businesses, gave out
multiple referrals, promoted
participants who had
advertising material ready and
handed out around 200
merchandise sample bags.

Commonwealth Park
27 May 2024

Badji at
Reconciliation
Day
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Below: Julie Jenkins, Badji Program Business Support Program Concierge



If you’d like to be
involved, look out for

the next meeting here:

Above: Julie Okely of All First
Nations, Candice Edye of
Lighthouse Innovations and
Anna Pino of Lighthouse
Innovations.

grow and diversify
Canberra's

entrepreneurial
and business
environment

Guest speaker Cecilia
McKenzie, a proud Wiradjuri
woman and First Nations
advocate, connector and
educator spoke on Domestic
and Family Violence
Prevention.

www.ceciliamckenzie.com.au

Black Coffee is a grassroots First Nations business
networking opportunity held in regions across Australia
each month to provide a platform to connect micro and
small business owners. First Nations business owners,
professionals, and their supporters are invited to get
together and have a yarn. 

Julie Okely is the Canberra Region Coordinator and a
host organisation generously opens their venue to allow
us to connect and gather on Ngunnawal country. 

This meeting was kindly hosted by CBASS Lighthouse
Innovations at their colourful Fyshwick premises.

Page 6 of 9

Lighthouse Innovations
28 May 2024

Badji at
Black Coffee
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Five finalists will have the opportunity to take Centre stage and pitch their new
business idea for the chance to secure a share of $60,000 in equity-Finalists will also
score a paid trip to the nation’s capital and support for the journey ahead with
mentoring sessions, media training and more. Please visit:

 Opportunities
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The Kickstarter Challenge is back for 2024!
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Congratulations
2024 ACT Naidoc
Award Recipients  
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